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Defending
Globalization

...amission for
the educated
and enlightened

They just want someone to blame
for their own miserable situations.
Don't worry - we'll get it under
control.

Geez, those anti-globalization zealots are
really out of control. I mean, | usually
wouldn't care but it's scary how these

people are just SO irrational...
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One of the most useful tools we have is what | like to call ‘the
invisible hand of privilege'. Here, let me explain - if you look at this
map, you'll see all the nations of the world spread out in front of
you as if they're all equal. But what doesn't show up on a map are

...and it's power that makes the
voice of a single privileged First
Worlder ten times louder than the
voice of a single Third Worlder!

For most First Worlders, concerns about globalization tend to
be expressed as something like “Is my Sony flatscreen TV sfill
going to be awesome if it's built in Mexico?” A consumer
mindset is not going to understand why people at the bottom

relationships of power...
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of the food chain are pissed off. And honestly, that inability
to understand is really good for you and me.

On this side, smugly self-assured First Worlders congratulate themselves on inventing
and mastering a system they see as fair and efficient. Economics and business
departments teach the theory and pracice of global capitalism to the virtual exclusion
of any alternatives. And for the most part the students
are smart enough to know that going along with it all [
is both easier gad more profitable...

Contrast this with the situation produced in the Third World. These people have to
actually live the consequences of practices and policies imposed from the top down.
No one who hasn't experienced this first hand is going to have the perspediives or
knowledge produced in such an environment. And in the end, we're going fo use
this against them too.

It's kinda ironic how this privilege stuff ends up being
hasically invisible to those First Worlders who reap the most
benefits from these relationships... | mean, there's really
no incentive for them to seriously want to examine any of

this...

Someone told me fish can’t see water.
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